PREFACE.                                Vil

he brought \vith him no materials but a few
loose notes, taken hastily in the course of bu-
siness, and hence for the most part irrelative,
or incomplete. Moreover, an accident which
separated him from his baggage, books, and
papers during the voyage home, and led to
the loss of several of the latter, must further
have defeated such a purpose, had the design
l>een seriously entertained*

Nevertheless, it seemed to the Author,, be-
fore he had boen long in England, that many
circumstances combined to revive the public
interest in Indian affairs. He found also
that his work was in demand, though long
out of print; its utility as an authentic expose?
of the events of the period not having been
superseded by any of the ptiblicutions which
had ainee appeared. The time, therefore, ap~
) tearing favourable, the Author was encouraged,
to undertake the superintendence ^>f a
edition through the proas, and benc$. it
came necessary for him to .complete, the
raiivc from imeh material a$ jhe tfoijld cowr
and more eajH^i&Uy to endeavour tc>